o. Introduction
This paper will discuss the Mikasuki verb prefixes, their occurrence and ftmction.
Mikasuki is spoken by about 1,000 of the Indian people in south Florida who are generally referred to as Seminoles. The remaining 500 to 600 speak the Seminole dialect of Creek or only English. The people refer to their own language as i: laponki.
In the language examples below, the letters a b f h i k 1 i m n o p t w y have their usual values: c = c; s = s; : indicates vowel length; _y: indicates long, nazalised vowels. Tone is not pertinent to these examples and therefore is not indicated. Hyphens separate morphemes. Parentheses in the golsses mark items not signalled in the Mikasuki data. * marks thirs person direct object and subject, which are signalled by the absence of any other direct object or subject morpheme, respectively.
A list of root and suffix morphs found in the examples is appended.
The Verb Prefixes.
Six optional orders of verb prefixes occur in Mikasuki. Beginning at the stem and proceding outward they indicate respectively place, direct object, indirect object, instrument, direction and destination. The first four of these orders are cross-referenced to other words, phrases or included clauses optionally present within the clause.
A list of the prefix positions, the morphemes which may occur in each, and examples of verbs containing them follow.
a. Place.
a-
Place prefixes indicate the place of an action and also have, in some cases, non-spatial, extended meanings. In the place position one of the following prefixes may occur: "beside, connected to" a-yofih-1-om a•hica-: c-om "*he tied *it to it" "*he took care of *him" acalc-"with, accompanying"
acalc-ai-iy-om "*he went with *him" 68. "to me, for me, from me" "*he gave *it to me:
"to you, for you, from you" "*he made *it for you 11 "to him, for him, from him, etc." "*he made *it for him" "to us, for us, from us" "*he borrowed *it from us'' "to each other, for each other, etc."
"they were friends to each other"
"to myself, for yourself, etc." "*he was all by himself, alone" lit. ''he was really one to himself"
The instrument prefix indicates the means by which as action is accomplished. In the instrument position the following prefix may occur: The direction prefixes indicate the direction of motion with reference to the speak.er or other center of focus. In the direction position one of the following prefixes may occur:
lok-"toward" lok-cika:y-om "*he entered toward it" sap-/ op-uaway from" (The choice appears to vary from speaker to speaker.) sap-cika:y-om "*he entered away from it" Destination.
Destination.
Destination prefixes indicate the place at which an action terminates, or the place where the subject arrives before the action takes place. (These prefixes are derived from verb roots, but the root-final vowel never occurs as it may when these morphemes occur in root position. Also, as prefixes these mQrphemes are never marked for number as they are when occuring as roots.) In the destination position one of the following prefixes may occur: "*he arrived there and sat down." "*he arrived there then here" i.e. he made a round trip beginning here
As was stated earlier, four of the six prefix orders are cross-referenced to clause-level words, phrases or included clauses. When a place, object or instrument expression occurs, the corresponding verb prefix is obligatory. But when one of these verb prefixes occurs, the corresponding clause-level expression is optional. Indeed, a clause-level referent rarely occurs with firstor second-person object prefixes.
Nouns and noun phrases which are cross-referenced to the verbal prefixes usually end in the case marker -on. Verbal elements so cross-referenced end in -n. (Nouns and noun phrases functioning as subject end in -ot, while included clauses functioning as subject end in -t.) Some examples which include the cross-referencing prefixes and clause-level expressions follow. Two of the six orders of prefixes sometimes occur simultaneously and three co-occur occasionally. But I have not found four co-occuring. Underlining in these examples indicates corresponding prefixes and referents. 
